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Hope for the Future
For most people 2020 will be remembered as a long
and difficult year. The COVID-19 virus caused a
crisis that not only threatened to impact our physical health, but also wreaked havoc on
our mental health, our emotional health, and even on our economy. And so this New
Year’s Eve we didn’t just say goodbye to 2020, we said good riddance, and head into
2021 with high hopes for better days. But what is that hope based on?
It's said that anyone who makes “Hoppin John” on New Year’s day will experience
luck, peace and prosperity throughout the year. According to History.com, this dish of
black-eyed peas, pork and rice, “was, and still is, often eaten with collard greens, which
can resemble paper money, and 'golden' cornbread. The peas themselves represent coins.
Some families even boost their fortunes by placing a penny underneath the dishes.”
Every culture has its own ways to ring in a lucky new year. In some countries, what
you’re wearing is important. In other cultures what you're doing when the clock strikes
midnight is what matters — from jumping off a chair, to breaking dishes, to splashing in
the waves. And, of course, food traditions are always a favorite.
And while each culture's New Year celebration has its own flavor, there are certain
common themes. The period leading up to New Year's Day is a time for setting things
straight: a thorough housecleaning, paying off debts, returning borrowed objects,
reflecting on one's shortcomings, mending quarrels, and giving alms.
Although these customs may be nothing more than superstitions, they all stem from a
similar hope: that the coming year will bring good fortune. Thankfully, as Christians, we
don’t have to participate in such superstitions, for our hope and good fortune rest in
God’s loving blessings, poured out abundantly upon us, as His forgiven and redeemed
children.
“Don’t be deceived, my dear brothers and sisters. Every good and perfect gift is from
above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like
shifting shadows. He chose to give us birth through the word of truth, that we might be a
kind of firstfruits of all He created.” James 1:16-18
One of the most important spiritual principles for Christians to remember is that God
is good and He gives His children good gifts. With all the depravity, pain, suffering, and
wrong in the world, we must establish the unshakable goodness of our heavenly Father as
our foundation. The blessings of our Father are vast and numerous. Oftentimes He blesses
us in ways that go unnoticed. From a light rain or a cool breeze to an unexpected gift or
miraculous healing, our God is constantly working to turn the evil in this world for our
good.
While the superstitions of the world focus on wealth and worldly success, God is
concerned with that which is eternal and will actually produce the abundant life your
heart truly desires. And while provision in this world is most definitely important and
God promises to provide every thing we need physically, His richest blessings are
spiritual and eternal. If we truly take stock of our lives compared to what we deserve, we
will begin to better see the incredible blessings given to us by our loving heavenly
Father. Take time today to reflect on the blessings you’ve been given, and then pause to
say thanks.

Pastor Chris’s Office Hours
Tuesday -Thursday
9:00—2:00
Contact information
Cell Phone: (360) 270–1136
PastorChris.CCC@comcast.net

Worship services
are available online
on our
YouTube Channel
by clicking on the
link below

Blessed be the
God and Father of
our Lord Jesus
Christ, who has
blessed us in the
heavenly realms
with every spiritual blessing in
Christ

Ephesians 1:3
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Birthday’s &
Anniversary’s
How to stay
connected

January Birthdays
Nicole Channel
Don Hanson
Shirley Bergman
Ella Archer

15th
16th
27th
31st
Happy Birthday
Love , your
Cornerstone Family!

January Anniversaries
Doug & Judy Channel—January 31st—51 Years Married
May your marriage be blessed with Love, Joy & Hope!
Happy Anniversary!

Bible Study

6:30 pm—1st & 3rd Tuesday
Notice the date change for Bible Study

Men’s Breakfast
8:00 am—2nd Saturday

Cave Night

6:30 pm—3rd Thursday
Location: Mike Olinger’s Shop
For mor information contact Tim Blomquist or Pastor Chris

Bible Study

6:30 pm—1st & 3rd Tuesday
Notice the date change

For more information contact Lu Dotinga or Carrie Leingang

December Events

Book Study

“The Reason for God”

6:00 pm—Jan 14

Date Night Potluck
6:00 pm—Jan 22

Location:
Austin & Kasie
Wagner’s
(360) 223-1781
2189 Robyn Dr,
Ferndale

“Our purpose is to win souls for Christ by the
preaching of the Word and personal witnessing,
and to strengthen the believers through
Worship and Christian fellowship.”
Contact Us
Give us a call for more information about our
Services and Events
Cornerstone Community Church
5732 Olson Rd, Ferndale, WA 98248
Mailing Address: PO Box 546, Ferndale, WA 98248
Phone: (360) 384-3661
Email:
Cornerstonecommunityoffice@comcast.net
Visit us on the web: www.cornerstoneferndale.org

